Day Boarding
at Wycombe Abbey
Next

Welcome
from the
Headmistress
Wycombe Abbey’s girls are all known individually within our warm and nurturing community.
The values of mutual respect, encouragement and trust underpin everything we do, and are
the core of the School’s total commitment to pastoral care. Whether boarding or day
boarding, a Wycombe Abbey pupil is offered a relevant and rounded experience within a
flexible system which provides a plethora of different options and activities. Above all, the
happiness and fulfilment of each of our pupils is of the utmost importance to us.
The School appreciates that for a small number of girls who live
locally, day boarding will be the preferred choice. We are
extremely fortunate to work with a network of excellent local
feeder schools who continue to send us outstanding girls to join
our day boarder community.

During their time with us, many day boarders opt to become
full boarders. This is an easy transition, bed space allowing, and
most girls opt to board for the two years of Sixth Form. We
strongly advise parents that requests to convert to full boarding
are submitted at least one year in advance.

Day boarders are fully-integrated members of their Boarding
House and as such are involved in activities throughout the
week and at weekends. House staff and academic tutors see
girls regularly in House and School and offer support, guidance
and encouragement in a number of ways. Girls enjoy spending
time in their Houses in the evenings and also have work,
storage and social spaces in year group Hubs in the Abbey
(available throughout the day and in the evenings), mitigating
the need to return to the boarding House during the day.
Consequently, every pupil’s potential, whatever that might be, is
explored and fulfilled.

Through the bond of shared, exciting experiences in our
close-knit community, both day and full boarders make friends
for life. I am delighted that we are able to extend the benefits
of the exceptional living and learning environment of Wycombe
Abbey to our day boarder community.

Jo Duncan MA (St Andrews), PGCE (Cantab)
Headmistress

As day boarder parents, you too can join your daughter for
numerous School events, becoming actively involved in our
community. Parents are welcome to join us for Chapel services,
lectures, concerts and House dinners.
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The Day
Boarder Offer
Day boarders play a full and active part in all aspects of School and
House life at Wycombe Abbey. Day boarders have access to school
facilities seven days a week and are encouraged to enjoy and make
the most of all the benefits on offer to the boarding community.
Day boarders are members of one of the six Houses closer to the School from LIV
(Year 8): Airlie, Barry, Butler, Campbell, Pitt or Rubens, enabling girls to spend
time in their Houses after school and to forge friendships not just with their
own peer group but with girls across the age range of the rest of the House as well.
Day boarders enjoy the following facilities, activities and options:
•

Breakfast with friends before tutor group registration and supper in the
evenings if involved in after-school activities

•

Year group Hubs which provide work and storage space and a social area within
the Abbey during the day and after lessons

•

Pastoral care from academic and Boarding House staff to monitor wellbeing
and academic progress

•

House competitions for sport, music, debating and drama which ensure year
group and House integration

•

Access to a full programme of evening clubs, societies and lectures

•

Health and Wellbeing Centre provision, providing doctor appointments and
health care when necessary

•

‘House Order’: twice weekly meetings run by the Housemistress to share news
and notices in the Boarding House drawing room

•

House movie nights, tutor group meals, quiz evenings, baking sessions and end
of term ‘House Outings’ to the theatre, river cruises or London attractions

•

Flexibility with occasional overnight stays

•

Full weekend activity programme involving on and off-site trips

•

A home-from-home environment in the Boarding Houses, enabling girls to get
to know one another across the year groups and relax
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A word from our Day Boarders
Neda, UIII – Junior House
Life as a day boarder at Wycombe Abbey means that you get to
experience the best of school and home. I usually arrive at school
at 7:30am for breakfast and stay for dinner - arriving home at
7pm. The school day is really fun and I can go up to Junior House
after lessons any day I want to.
The teachers treat day boarders just the same as boarders, so you
have nothing to worry about. Weekends are also exciting as I can
choose any of the activities on offer, and get to spend time with
my friends, day boarders and boarders alike.

There is so much to experience at Wycombe Abbey and a
willingness to spend lots of time at school will help you get the
most out of everything. I would recommend making the most of
every available opportunity during the school week and weekend.
I get the best of both sides of boarding, being able to spend all
day with my friends and I can always look forward to going back
home in the evening to tell my family all about it.

Arabella, LIV – Pitt
Life as a day boarder at Wycombe Abbey is great. Every morning
I get the train to school with other girls and I can have breakfast
at home or at school. My day is the same as the boarding girls,
except for sleeping at school. I have a desk in my boarding house,
Pitt, where I can do my prep and finish classwork. My boarding
house means a lot to me. There are lots of house activities, such
as House Games, where we get to play competitive sports
against other houses.

After lessons, I attend multiple clubs at school including netball,
lacrosse, swimming, gymnastics and athletics. At the weekend,
we have lacrosse matches against other schools and many other
exciting activities such as bowling, shopping and spa days; day
boarders are always welcome to join in.
When you come to Wycombe Abbey as a day boarder, I am
sure you will have an amazing time. Make the most of all the
opportunities that Wycombe Abbey provides!

Semal, UV – Rubens
As a day boarder, I can attain a different experience of Wycombe
Abbey with the ability to go home and see life outside of the
School, as well as enjoying the opportunities of Wycombe Abbey.
Being able to go home and see my family is a perk of being a day
boarder. I get to tell them all about my day and have the
comforts of my home. Over the years I have made many friends
and know that when I come into school I have a second family
who will offer me the same support and guidance I receive at
home. I deliberately stay later at night to spend more time with
my friends in Rubens. House staff always treat you the same, and
I appreciate the moments such as my matron bringing us hot
chocolate as we wait to be picked up on an evening.

There is no exclusion from the weekend and after-school
activities for day boarders, with countless opportunities available.
Funfairs, lectures, shows, concerts; all sorts of wonderful
experiences to learn and to let loose. My favourite times at
Wycombe Abbey involve grooving to the jazz band’s music with
my friends.
As a day boarder, you will never feel segregated from the
boarding girls because at Wycombe Abbey it doesn’t matter
which bed you sleep in at night, in your core you are still a
Wycombe Girl.

Mia, UVI – Clarence
On a typical day I arrive at school around 7am and leave at about
8pm - I am essentially a boarder without the sleeping! The flexibility
of being a day boarder has allowed me to continue to play a high
level of cricket outside of school, and still get involved in as much as
possible in school from lacrosse to Caledonian Society to skiing.
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My advice to future day boarders is to get stuck in as much as you
can. Your experience at Wycombe Abbey is what you make of it.
The true reflection of this spirit is the emphasis on the title Day
Boarder instead of Day Girl, as we are as much a part of the
boarding community as those who sleep at school.
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